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French kingdom; during most of the time the
country was involved in internal strife, wars of re-
ligion and wars of succession, and was in no condi-
tion to make important gains at the expense of other
nations. The Spanish empire was then at the height
of its power; when Philip II. ruled at Madrid and
Henry III. ruled at Paris, an intelligent observer
would have thought it more likely that Spain would
secure acquisitions from France, than that the pos-
sessions of that great state would be wrested from
it by what seemed a weaker rival. But there were
elements of weakness and dissolution in the Spanish
empire, while the French kingdom contained pos-
sibilities of development that soon rendered it the
greatest power in Europe.

Except for the assistance given to the Nether-
lands, the reign of Henry IV. was for the most part
occupied with the restoration of order and the de-
velopment of internal prosperity. Under Richelieu,
France made her formal entry as the principal actor
in the field of continental politics; the policy which
he inaugurated was continued by Mazarin and Louis
XIV., and produced results of permanent import-
ance.

" I wished to restore to Gaul the limits which
nature designed for her ... to identify Gaul
with France/' it was thus the Cardinal stated his
policy of expansion. He left the task unfinished,
little new territory was ceded to France during his
lifetime, but the work had been designed and others
carried it to completion.
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